Nu | mage

presents

BEFORE | T HAD A NAME

afilm
by
G AbA CO_AGRANDE

witten
by
G ADA Co.AGRANDE e W LLEM DAFCE

Wit h
W LLEM DAFCE
G AbA CO_AGRANDE

Publ i ci st
St udi o PUNTCeVI RGOLA



CrREW

di rected by QG ADA COLAGRANDE
screenpl ay by G ADA COLAGRANDE, WLLEM DAFCE
original story by QG ADA COLAGRANDE, WLLEM DAFCE
ci nemat ogr aphy by KEN KELSCH
edi ted by NATALI E CRI STI ANI
costunes by ENNE O CAPASA
producti on LiNO FI ORI TO
desi gner
sound by JOSHUA ANDERSON
nmusi ¢ by GrORGY LI GETI

a production NU | MAGE
EMVETT/ FURLA FI LMS
Bl bou PI CTURES

produced by RaNDALL EMVETT, R TA CaPAsA, BRI AN BELL

executi ve FRANK FRATTAROLI, (GEORGE FURLA, AVl LERNER
producers

publ i ci st St udi 0 PUNTCeVI RGOLA

+39. 06. 39388909 fax +39.06. 6370218
e-mai | i nfo@tudi opuntoevirgol a.com

CAasT

El eonor a QG ADA COLAGRANDE
Leslie W LLEM DarFce

Jeff SEYMOUR CASSEL
Gai | EmM LY McDONNELL
Wi t er | saacH DE BANKOLE

Kar | CLAUDI O Borosso



SYNOPSI S

Upst ate New York, |nverno.

A young Italian wonan, Eleonora, inherits from her
deceased lover an enignmatic nodern house covered wth
bl ack rubber, and goes to see it for the first tine.

She wants to create a nenory of her beloved Karl, going
t hrough the part of his past she’s never known.

As soon as she arrives she nmeets the caretaker of the
house: Leslie. He introduces her to the house. And to
Karl’ s past.

The nonent he |eaves her alone, the house shows its
eccentricities and nothing seens to function. She feels
out of control and at the nmercy of it. She panics and
calls Leslie to conme and hel p.

He returns. From that nonment, she realizes how nmuch she
needs him And becones nore and nore dependent on him He
starts taking care of her: she is now part of the house.

The house reveals secrets about Karl, making Eleonora
realize she's been so devoted to soneone she didn’t know
at all. And the npbre she finds out, the nore she

transfers her devotion to Leslie, who we discover is the
real i1 nhabitant of the house.

They becone | overs.

But while Eleonora can only live with obsessive |ove,
Leslie has avoided love all his |ife. The rubber house
forces them into a space of intimcy, where they nust
abandon their natures.

Li ving out a dangerous and beautiful illusion, they wll
try to change their destiny...



D RECTOR' S NOTE

‘Before it had a nane’ is the title of an Anerican radio
show froma few years ago.

It told stories of things and events before they had a
name, and how the nane determned the perception and
conprehension of the thing itself, inposing it a nature,
often different and always sinpler and reductive of its
original nature, which is nysterious and undefi nabl e.

The novie was born fromthis idea, as if it were another
epi sode of the sane series, another story of ‘Before it
had a nane’ .

The main characters are an ltalian woman, an Anerican man
and a rubber house.

In telling their story | |ooked for the inpossibility of
defining them for exploring without judging. | tried to
| magi ne Space, Menory, Fear, Love, and nmaybe also

Madness, before they had a nane.
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G ada Col agrande — director, witer, actress

G ada Col agrande was born in Pescara, Italy, on Qctober 16, 1975.
She conpleted her high school studies in Italy, Swtzerland and
Australi a. In 1995 she noved to Ronme where she attended the
University of Ronme, “La Sapienza”, in History of Art and C nems,
and began directing videos on contenporary artists.

In 1996 she directed “FUORI CENTRO (hi8, 7 mnutes), based on a
performance by the artist Maurizi o Savini.

In June 1996 she started her collaboration with the artist Andrea
Fogli and co-directed two videos with him “BUON VIAGE O ALICE’ and
“L’ UOMD COLCORATO E LA DANVA Bl ANCA'.

In 1997 she directed her first short film “CARNAVAL” (35mm 13
mn.), selected by the RonmaFil nfFestival in 1998.

From Novenber 1997 to Decenber 1999 G ada Col agrande worked on the
contenporary art project “Volune”, which includes artists such as
Alfredo Pirri, Jannis Kounellis, Bernhard Ridiger, Nunzio, Rainund
Kummer, G anni Dessi’, Sol Lewitt, Maurizio Savini. She directed a
10 mnute docunentary in digital video on each one of these artists.
The series was sel ected by the RomaFil nfFestival in 1999.

In 1998 she directed her second short film “FETUS — 4 BRI NGS DEATH’
(35mMmm 25 mn.). In April 2000 she directed “n.3” (digital video,
7 mn.), which was in conpetiton at the Bellaria Film Festiva
and was screened in many other festivals.

In 2001-2002 G ada Col agrande wote, directed and starred in her
first feature film*“APRIM |IL CUCRE" (Open My Heart).

It opened at the Venice Film Festival 2002, and then was sel ected
by many international filmfestivals such as:

- Sul mona Fil m Festival 2002, in conpetition: prize for best
di rector

- Tri beca Fil mFestival 2003 (New York), in conpetition

- Open Roads 2003 (New York, Lincoln Center)

- Paris C néma 2003, in conpetition: prix de |"'avenir

-Cairo Fil mFestival 2003

- O denburg Film Festival 2003

- Denver Film Festival 2003

- Habana Fi | m Festival 2003

- RomaFi | nFestival 2003: special nention

- Mel bourne International Film Festival 2004

- Bangkok International FilmFestival 2005

APRIM L CUORE was released in Italy by Lucky Red in 2003 and in
the USA by Strand Rel easing in 2004.

G ada Col agrande was nomi nated for Best Italian New Director

at Nastri d Argento (Silver R bbon) 2003, fromthe Italian



Nat i onal Syndicate of Film Journali sts.

“BEFORE I'T HAD A NAME” is her second feature film

Wl lemDafoe — witer, actor

Wllem Dafoe is one of the founding nenbers of The Woster
G oup, the New York based experinmental theatre collective. He
has created and perforned in the group’s work since 1977,
both in the U S and internationally.

In 1979, after being seen in the theatre, he was given a
small role in Mchael G mno s “HEAVEN S GATE’, from which he
was fired. H's first feature role cane shortly after in
Kathryn Bigelows “THE LOVELESS'. From there, whi |l e
continuing his work wth the Woster Goup, he went on to
performin over 50 fil ns:

in Hollywod (“SPIDERVAN, THE ENGLI SH PATIENT”, “CLEAR AND
PRESENT  DANGER’, “VWHI TE SANDS’, “M SSI SSI PPI BURNI NG’ ,
“STREETS OF FIRE"),

in independent cinema in the US. (“THE CLEARI NG, “AN MAL
FACTORY”, “ BASQUI AT”, “THE BOONDOCK SAINTS’, “ AMERI CAN
PSYCHO')

and abroad (Lars Von Trier’s “MANDERLAY”, Yim Ho's “PAVILLION
OF WOMEN', Yurek Bogayevicz's “EDGES OF THE LORD', Wm
Wenders’ “FARAWAY SO CLOSE’, Brian G lbert’s “TOV&VI V).

He has chosen projects for di versity of roles and
opportunities to work with strong directors. He has worked in
the films of: Ws Anderson - “THE LIFE AQUATIC’, Martin
Scorsese - “THE AVIATOR', “THE LAST TEMPTATION OF CHRI ST”,
Paul Schrader - “AUTO FOCUS’, “AFFLICTION', “LIGHT SLEEPER’,
David Cronenberg - “EXISTENZ", Abel Ferrara - “NEW ROSE
HOTEL”, David Lynch - “WLD AT HEART”, WIlliam Friedkin - “TO
LIVE AND DIE IN LA", diver Stone - “BORN ON THE FOURTH OF
JULY”, “PLATOON’.

He was nominated twice for the Acadeny Award (“PLATOON' and
“SHADOW OF THE VAMPI RE’) and once for the CGolden G obe. Anpbng
ot her nom nations and awards he received an LA Film Critics
Award and an | ndependent Spirit Award.

His upcomng projects include Spike Lee’'s “INSIDE MAN', Paul
Witz's “AVERI CAN DREAMZ” and the Nobuhiro Suwa segnent of
“PARI'S, JE T Al ME".

Witten with G ada Col agrande, “BEFORE IT HAD A NAME" is M.
Dafoe’s first screenpl ay.



